Health, Education,
and Welfare

The causes of criminal behavior and the welfare of delin-
quent children are among the major concerns of the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (HEW)
relating to Federal law enforcement and criminal justice
assistance.

In addressing those and other concerns, HEW carries
on the following activities;

It conducts scientific research into the causes and na-
ture of criminal behavior. It administers the program
under which narcotic addicts are civilly committed to
the Surgeon General in lieu of imprisonment,

It maintains programs to improve the welfare of ne-
glected and delinquent children in institutions,

It trains professional personnel in law enforcement and
prevention fields.

It protects consumers from unsafe products shipped
in interstate commerce.

And it investigates unlawful acts concerning adminis-
tration of the Social Security program,

These programs are conducted within the general mis-
sion of HEW to administer those agencies of the Federal
Government responsible for promoting the general wel-
fare in health, education, and social security.

HEW was created by Reorganization Plan 1 of 1953
(67 Stat. 18; 5 U.S.G. 623).

Major Activities

The major programs of HEW relating to Federal law
enforcement and criminal justice assistance arc conducted
by several offices and agencies.

Summaries of those programs follow;

Office of Education vocational training programs are
conducted at correctional institutions for inmates; some
grants are made to train teachers for such programs. New
curricular materials are being tested relating to employ-
ment requirements in criminal justice administration pro-
fessions. This Office also establishes and improves library
services at correctional institutions.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is charged
with protecting consumers from unsafe substances in con-
sumer products shipped interstate, FDA maintains con-
tinuous inspection and surveillance. Willful and repeated
violations of the laws FDA enforces carry criminal
penalties.

The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
conducts basic and applied research into juvenile delin-
quency, crime., and related fields. Except for rehabilita-
tion of narcotic addicts civilly committed to the Surgeon

Scientist at the National Institute of Mental Health conducts
research aimed at determining the effects of marijuana.

General, NIMH does not fund projects concerned essen-
tially with providing services, but rather those for research
and training.

The Center for Studies of Grime and Delinquency is
the focal point of NIMH criminal justice activities.
NIMH also funds independent research projects in this
field.

The Youth Development and Delinquency Prevention
Administration of HEW is charged with enforcement of
the Juvenile Delinquency Prevention and Control Act
of 1968, The Administration supports planning, pro-
grams., and community services; it also provides training
grants for persons employed in or preparing for the fields
of delinquency prevention, control, or rehabilitation.

The Social Security Administration refers to U.S. attor-
neys cases involving possible fraud, breach of confiden-
tiality, or other activities which violate the Social Security
Act and carry criminal penalties.

National Institute of
Mental Health

HEW conducts a program of sophisticated research into
the causes of criminal conduct and other antisocial
behavior.

Projects carried on under this program may be lumped
together generally under the heading of studies in the pre-
vention and control of crime and delinquency.

This program is administered by the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health (NIMH), which is part of the
Health Services and Mental Health Administration, it-
self in turn part of the Public Health Service of HEW.
The Health Services and Mental Health Administration
is concerned primarily with development and delivery of
physical and mental health services.

NIMH is authorized under P,L, 487 to conduct re-
search on the cause, diagnosis, and treatment of psychiat-
ric disorders. Part of its performance of that mission
involves scientific investigation of the relationship, if any,
between psychiatric disorder and criminal or other anti-
social conduct, This research is conducted by NIMH in
the Center for Studies of Grime and Delinquency.

Background, Until 1949, when Congress appropriated
funds to create NIMH as a unit of the National Insti-
tutes of Healthj the mental health program was admin-
istered by the Division of Mental Hygiene in the Public
Health Service. The program provided for training
grants to institutions and fellowships to individuals; it
fostered and aided research related to psychiatric dis-
orders; and, unlike previous health programs, it gave
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